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The prevalence of diabetes mellitus is increasing at epidemic proportions. The 
worldwide prevalence of diabetes now exceeds 200 million and is expected to rise to more 
than 300 million in the next 20 years. It is estimated that 8% of the Taiwan population 
(around 2 million) has diabetes. With increasing longevity of the population, the incidence 
of diabetic-related complications is also increasing. These complications include specific 
diabetic foot problems as well as those resulting from peripheral arterial occlusive disease 
(PAOD). Patients with diabetes have a 12% to 25% risk of developing a foot ulcer during 
their lifetime, and these are the most common risk factor for subsequent amputation. 

The modern wound management has been well-developed in Taiwan.  However, 
wound care practice remains complicated with the variety of wound care byproducts. There 
are a number of multidisciplinary wound centers under-taking basic and clinical researchers 
in Taiwan. Approximately two thirds of patients with small, superficial, early onset ulcers 
maybe treated via secondary healing and conservative approaches, such as multiple 
wound dressing or the topical use of autologous platelet-riched plasma. However, one third 
of patients will not heal and will require debridement of these complicated wounds, which 
inevitably results in the exposure of bones or tendons. These patients also have an 
increased risk of major amputation. Amputation is associated with a reduction in the quality 
of life and may lead to an increased postoperative mortality rate. Salvaging limbs that have 
substantial tissue defects and exposed joints, tendons, or bones is difficult when only 
conventional techniques without further flap coverage are used. The combination of 
peripheral arterial intervention and free tissue transfer resulted in successful wound healing 
and limb salvage instead of amputation in select diabetic patients with difficult-to-heal 
wounds 
 However, wound management is part of the undergraduate training included clinical 
practice guideline, education, research, and connecting with the international wound care 
community. In general, for health professional reasons, holistic learning of DFU will be the 
future main steams for wound care education and management in our Taiwan society 
 
 


